Jaundiced Gunn rats have increased synaptic delays in the ventral cochlear nucleus.
Recordings were made in vitro from cochlear nuclei of Gunn rats, a strain with a recessive mutation that predisposes rats to hyperbilirubinemia at birth. Delays between shocks to the auditory nerve and earliest synaptic responses of the cochlear nuclear neurons were on average longer in Gunn rats than in heterozygotes. Injections of sulfonamide further increased average synaptic delays in jaundiced rats. Responses to injected current in rats were like those in mice.